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Gospels class 23-Jesus calls Matthew, compares Himself to bridegroom, parable of wineskins
Good morning/afternoon, everyone.
Lessons/takeaways:

Sometimes we carry our friends, sometimes our friends carry us.

Faith isn’t just sitting back and letting God take care of everything and thinking we don’t have to do anything.

God can forgive anything and everything.

Satan wants to keep us in guilt and doubt that we can and have been forgiven.

We need to forgive others. 

John 5:22

For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son,
Jesus calls Matthew, who hosts a banquet in His honor

We’ve seen from this story of the paralytic that Jesus has the authority to forgive sin. But a logical question then is, how much sin can He forgive? And that leads us to the next event, which is the calling of Matthew Levi. Last time we talked about how Jesus’s Hebrew name Yeshua can mean, in addition to “God saves,” “God rescues.” Because now we come to another person who needs desperately to be rescued.
How were tax collectors viewed in the Jewish culture of that day? Notice examples in the Gospels themselves of who they’re associated with or compared to:
Matthew 9:10-11: “tax collectors and sinners”
Matthew 11:19: “a glutton and a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors and sinners”

Matthew 18:17: “a heathen and a tax collector”

Matthew 21:31-32: “tax collectors and harlots”

Luke 18:11: “I thank You that I am not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector”

Zacchaeus was a tax collector at Jericho. Why did he climb the tree to see Jesus passing by rather than just get to the front of the crowd? He was viewed as unclean!
Luke 19:2
2  Now behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich.

3  And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not because of the crowd, for he was of short stature.

4  So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to pass that way.

5  And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house.”

6  So he made haste and came down, and received Him joyfully.

7  But when they saw it, they all complained, saying, “He has gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner.”
Background of tax collectors.
Profiles of faith on Matthew

Jesus defends His disciples for feasting rather than fasting

Mark 2:1-12

2:1  And again He entered Capernaum after some days, and it was heard that He was in the house.
2  Immediately many gathered together, so that there was no longer room to receive them, not even near the door. And He preached the word to them.

3  Then they came to Him, bringing a paralytic who was carried by four men.

4  And when they could not come near Him because of the crowd, they uncovered the roof where He was. So when they had broken through, they let down the bed on which the paralytic was lying.

5  When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven you.”

6  And some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts,

7  “Why does this Man speak blasphemies like this? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

8  But immediately, when Jesus perceived in His spirit that they reasoned thus within themselves, He said to them, “Why do you reason about these things in your hearts?

9  “Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise, take up your bed and walk’?

10  “But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—He said to the paralytic,

11  “I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.”

12  Immediately he arose, took up the bed, and went out in the presence of them all, so that all were amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw anything like this!”

Mark 2:13-17

13  Then He went out again by the sea; and all the multitude came to Him, and He taught them.
Notice that the crowds have now grown to the point that He’s not teaching in the house or the synagogue, He’s now out in the open by the shore of the Sea of Galilee where everyone can come and hear. 
14  As He passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, “Follow Me.” So he arose and followed Him.

15  Now it happened, as He was dining in Levi’s house, that many tax collectors and sinners also sat together with Jesus and His disciples; for there were many, and they followed Him.

16  And when the scribes and Pharisees saw Him eating with the tax collectors and sinners, they said to His disciples, “How is it that He eats and drinks with tax collectors and sinners?”

17  When Jesus heard it, He said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”

Mark 2:18-20

18  The disciples of John and of the Pharisees were fasting. Then they came and said to Him, “Why do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples do not fast?”

19  And Jesus said to them, “Can the friends of the bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is with them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them they cannot fast.

20  “But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast in those days.

Luke 5:17-26

17  Now it happened on a certain day, as He was teaching, that there were Pharisees and teachers of the law sitting by, who had come out of every town of Galilee, Judea, and Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was present to heal them.

18  Then behold, men brought on a bed a man who was paralyzed, whom they sought to bring in and lay before Him.

19  And when they could not find how they might bring him in, because of the crowd, they went up on the housetop and let him down with his bed through the tiling into the midst before Jesus.

20  When He saw their faith, He said to him, “Man, your sins are forgiven you.”

21  And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, “Who is this who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

22  But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, He answered and said to them, “Why are you reasoning in your hearts?

23  “Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise up and walk’?

24  “But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—He said to the man who was paralyzed, “I say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.”

25  Immediately he rose up before them, took up what he had been lying on, and departed to his own house, glorifying God.

26  And they were all amazed, and they glorified God and were filled with fear, saying, “We have seen strange things today!”

27  After these things He went out and saw a tax collector named Levi, sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, “Follow Me.”

28  So he left all, rose up, and 
followed Him.

29  Then Levi gave Him a great feast in his own house. And there were a great number of tax collectors and others who sat down with them.

30  And their scribes and the Pharisees complained against His disciples, saying, “Why do You eat and drink with tax collectors and sinners?”

31  Jesus answered and said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.

32  “I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”

Luke 5:33-35

33  Then they said to Him, “Why do the disciples of John fast often and make prayers, and likewise those of the Pharisees, but Yours eat and drink?”

34  And He said to them, “Can you make the friends of the bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is with them?

35  “But the days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them; then they will fast in those days.”

Matthew 9:1-8

9:1  So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own city.

2  Then behold, they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. 

When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you.”

3  And at once some of the scribes said within themselves, “This Man blasphemes!”

4  But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts?

5  “For which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise and walk’?

6  “But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—then He said to the paralytic, “Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.”

7  And he arose and departed to his house.

8  Now when the multitudes saw it, they marveled and glorified God, who had given such power to men.

Matthew 9:13
9  As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, “Follow Me.” So he arose and followed Him.

10  Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table in the house, that behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and sat down with Him and His disciples.

11  And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, “Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?”

12  When Jesus heard that, He said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.

13  “But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’ For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”
9:13 is quoting Hosea 6:6
Gospels study questions

•  How were tax collectors viewed in first-century Galilee and Judea? What scriptures tell us how they were viewed?

•  What did Jesus mean when He said the following:

  “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick.”

  “I desire mercy and not sacrifice.”

  “I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”
•  What did Jesus mean when He told Matthew Levi, “Follow Me”?

•  In our last study we discussed how the Hebrew name Yeshua can mean not just “God saves” but also “God rescues.” Did Matthew Levi need rescuing? If so, how? And from what?

•  In what major way were Matthew Levi and the leper we talked about last time alike?

•  What does the fact that “many tax collectors and sinners” were at Matthew Levi’s house tell us about him?

•  What is the difference in how other people viewed Matthew Levi compared to how Jesus saw him? What are the implications of that for us?

•  What did Matthew Levi give up to follow Jesus Christ? What did he get in return?
Lessons/takeaways:

Sometimes we carry our friends, sometimes our friends carry us.
Faith isn’t just sitting back and letting God take care of everything and thinking we don’t have to do anything.

God can forgive anything and everything.

Satan wants to keep us in guilt and doubt that we can and have been forgiven.

We need to forgive others. 
Are we glorifying God?

What kind of friend are you to those with disabilities?
We’ll stop and pick it up from there next time. But let’s ask some questions as we wrap up. As I’ve mentioned before, there are four key questions we should ask when we’re reading Bible passages to understand their meaning for us:

•  What does this teach us about the nature and character of God the Father and Jesus Christ?

•  What does this teach us about the way They interact with Their people and mankind?

•  What does this mean for your relationship with God the Father and Jesus Christ?
•  What does this teach us about how we should think, act and live?
•  What does this teach us about the nature and character of God the Father and Jesus Christ?
1.  God is incredibly merciful – He can forgive a person who was not even expecting to be forgiven.
We saw this with the paralyzed man. He didn’t come for forgiveness. He might not have even known that he even needed forgiveness. But He received it anyway.

2.  God can and does at times give more than we ask. 
The man came for healing and received forgiveness as a bonus. He came for an outer healing and received an inner healing as well.
•  What does this teach us about the way They interact with Their people and mankind?

1.  We start in a state of spiritual paralysis like the paralyzed man. God’s rescuing us from that state and restoring us to a right relationship with Him begins with forgiveness.
When we are first called, we are nothing spiritually. Spiritually, we are like the paralyzed man—unable to move, unable to do anything, helpless because our sins have cut us off from God. We have to be rescued from that spiritually helpless and paralyzed state, and that begins with God’s forgiveness through Jesus Christ’s sacrifice. We see that every year at Passover.

2.  God’s work with us starts with rescue, then leads to restoration.
Essentially the same comments. God steps in to rescue us first, to begin working with us, and if we allow that to happen, it leads to restoration of a right relationship with Him—and ultimately to salvation and becoming His children in His eternal family and Kingdom.
•  What does this mean for your relationship with God the Father and Jesus Christ?

1.  Faith isn’t always just sitting back and letting God take care of everything and thinking we don’t have to do anything. At times faith requires action.
Would the paralyzed man have been healed had his friends not had such faith and determination to see God act for him? Probably not. A paralyzed man by his very condition doesn’t get out and about a lot so the odds that he would ever personally encounter Jesus in this paralyzed condition and be healed by Him weren’t very great. It would be sheer chance. But the man’s friends knew that and were determined to do whatever it took to see God heal their friend. They could’ve had all the faith in the world, but had they sat back and waited for Jesus to come to them, their friend likely would’ve never been healed.

2.  Are we glorifying (praising) God for what He has done for us?

Luke 5:25 says the paralyzed man “departed to his own house, glorifying [or praising] God.” The next verse, as well as Mark’s account, say that the people who witnessed this glorified or praised God. Do we give credit where credit is due for where we are and for what God has done for us? That’s a lesson we should learn form their reaction.

•  What does this teach us about how we should think, act and live?

You could copy the last two items here as well, the two about acting in faith and about praising God, since they fit in both categories. But I want to give you two others as well.

1.  What kind of friend are you to those with disabilities?
Think about the example of the friends of the paralyzed man. They really went above and beyond in helping their friend, who wasn’t in a position to do anything for them in return. They truly showed love and concern for their friend.

2.  Sometimes we carry our friends, sometimes our friends carry us.

Sometimes we help others, and sometimes it’s the others who help us. Friendship should be a two-way street, with both parties helping the other—at times even doing the equivalent of carrying one another when the occasion calls for it. That’s what friends are for—to be there and knowing you can rely on one another, no matter what. We see a great example there with the story of the paralyzed man.

Any questions? If not, we’ll wrap it up there.
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